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“Wow!” 

November 29, 2020  

 

by Christine Hayward 

Mark 13:24-37 

24 ‘But in those days, after that suffering, 

the sun will be darkened, 

   and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

   and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. 27Then he will send out the 

angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

28 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know 

that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very 

gates. 30Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 



32 ‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a 

journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper 

to be on the watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in 

the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes 

suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 

Wow! First day in Advent.  I was tempted to just type “Wait and watch”.  And perhaps that would be more 

meaningful than anything I can add.  But this chapter of Mark is all about waiting and watching.  The Jewish 

people were convinced that God would intervene in history and win the day for them.  They were waiting for 

Jesus to take the reins of government and believed the second coming was imminent.  

Jesus used the parable of the fig tree to exhort people to watch and wait.  As the fig tree branches become tender 

and leaves begin to sprout, you know that summer is near.  And with the second coming, Mark 13:33 says 

“Take heed, watch; for you do not know when the time will come.”  So while we are convinced that there will 

be a second coming we don’t exactly know what form it will take.  For us to speculate on the form of the second 

coming is somewhat useless as even Jesus was content not to know the details.  History is going somewhere and 

there will be a consummation to come. William H. Barclay in the Gospel of Mark says “The wise man is he 

who never forgets that he must be ready when the summons comes.  If he lives in that memory, for him the end 

will not be terror, bur eternal joy.” 

So, wait and watch.  Ready or not, Christmas still comes as does  the second coming of Jesus. 

  



What do you seek? 

November 30, 2020  

 

by Kevin Maschhoff 

John 1:35-42 

The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 

‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus 

turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which 

translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw 

where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. One of 

the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother 

Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to 

Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is 

translated Peter). 

There are several accounts of Jesus calling his disciples found in the Gospels.  What strikes me about this 

account in John’s Gospel is that there is a bit of a back-story provided for the call of Andrew and then 

Peter.  We are told that Andrew was a follower of John the Baptist-which suggests that Andrew was already a 

Seeker; already out in the wilderness, listening to John preach his message of the coming Messiah.  Jesus asks 

them, “what do you seek?”  Andrew tells his brother of whom they have found—so evidently, Peter was a 

Seeker too.  To hear our call from God, we need to be seeking, and listening for it. 



If you’ve ever been rejected…this is for you 

December 1, 2020  

 

by Jeanette Leisk 

Micah 4:6-13 

 
6 On that day, says the Lord, 

   I will assemble the lame 

and gather those who have been driven away, 

   and those whom I have afflicted. 
7 The lame I will make the remnant, 

   and those who were cast off, a strong nation; 

and the Lord will reign over them in Mount Zion 

   now and for evermore. 

8 And you, O tower of the flock, 

   hill of daughter Zion, 

to you it shall come, 

   the former dominion shall come, 

   the sovereignty of daughter Jerusalem. 



9 Now why do you cry aloud? 

   Is there no king in you? 

Has your counsellor perished, 

   that pangs have seized you like a woman in labour? 
10 Writhe and groan, O daughter Zion, 

   like a woman in labour; 

for now you shall go forth from the city 

   and camp in the open country; 

   you shall go to Babylon. 

There you shall be rescued, 

   there the Lord will redeem you 

   from the hands of your enemies. 

11 Now many nations 

   are assembled against you, 

saying, ‘Let her be profaned, 

   and let our eyes gaze upon Zion.’ 
12 But they do not know 

   the thoughts of the Lord; 

they do not understand his plan, 

   that he has gathered them as sheaves to the threshing-floor. 
13 Arise and thresh, 

   O daughter Zion, 

for I will make your horn iron 

   and your hoofs bronze; 

you shall beat in pieces many peoples, 

   and shall devote their gain to the Lord, 

   their wealth to the Lord of the whole earth. 

Micah speaks of God’s “remnant.” He says that those who have been afflicted, left behind, or cast off will serve 

as the foundation for the rebuilding of the nation of Israel. The faithful remnant are the hope for Israel. 

It’s a theme throughout Scripture – God chooses those whom others have rejected. 

David was rejected because of his age. He is the youngest of eight sons, but God chooses him to be king. 

Esther was rejected because of her religion. She is Jewish and part of a minority group in Persia, yet she 

becomes queen and saves the Jewish people from destruction. 

Zaccheus was rejected by the community because he was a criminal. He enriched himself at the expense of 

others, yet Jesus invites himself to Zaccheus’ house for dinner. 

Jesus knows something about being rejected too. “The stone which the builders have rejected has become the 

cornerstone.” (Matthew 21:42) 

If you’ve ever felt left behind or cast off, this message from Micah is for you. If you’ve ever been rejected 

because of your age, your religion, your socioeconomic status, your sexual identity, your race, your gender, 

your record, your …… this message is for you. 

Over and over again God chooses the faithful remnant over those in positions of power. God chooses those who 

have been rejected. In you there is hope.  



Like A Shepherd 

December 2, 2020  

 

by Jeanette Leisk 

Micah 5:2-5a 

 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 

   who are one of the little clans of Judah, 

from you shall come forth for me 

   one who is to rule in Israel, 

whose origin is from of old, 

   from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 

   when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return 

   to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 

   in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 

   to the ends of the earth; 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 



“O Little Town of Bethlehem…” 

Bethlehem is an ancient town. The first biblical mention of the town occurs in the book of Genesis. Rachel dies 

in Ephrathah (Bethlehem) giving birth to her son Benjamin. (Genesis 35:16-19) 

It is a sad story and the tomb of Rachel is a pilgrimage spot for Christians, Jews and Muslims alike yet today. 

Micah proclaims the word from God that a ruler, the messiah will come from this small town which up until 

now has been notable only for being a historic place of grief. 

“From you (O little town of Bethlehem) shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel…” 

Micah promises that God will raise up a great ruler from Bethlehem. This ruler will be great “to the ends of the 

earth.” 

What will make this ruler great? According to Micah this ruler, this messiah, this “anointed one” will be great 

because he will be like a shepherd. 

That must have set Micah’s hearers back on their heels a bit. This messiah, this great ruler, will be like a 

shepherd? 

“Yes,” Micah says. This messiah will be less like a warrior than a shepherd. He will feed his flock. He will 

provide security and seek peace. 

Feed people. Seek peace. That’s what shepherds do. That’s what we who wait for Jesus do as we seek to follow 

him. 

  



The Lord will give what is good… 

December 3, 2020  

 

by Mary Johnson 

Psalm 85:1-2,  8-13 

Lord, you were favorable to your land; 

   you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

   you pardoned all their sin. 



8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

   for he will speak peace to his people, 

   to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts. 
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

   that his glory may dwell in our land. 
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

   righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

   and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12 The Lord will give what is good, 

   and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him, 

   and will make a path for his steps. 

As I think about the country we live in, I see wonderful blessings. We have been blessed with a land that 

produces more food than we can use. There has been prosperity for everyone. I believe the prosperity and all of 

the blessings that this land has experienced is because the blessings of God have been upon us. If we take a 

close look at our nation now, it appears that some are out of fellowship with God. Our land is filled with crime 

of every type. There seem to be no answers to these problems. Maybe the real reason for our problems is that 

God’s blessings have been removed. Some people are out of fellowship with God. The Israelites would get into 

a mess like what we have today, and they would repent and pray to God for His blessings to be returned. 

Perhaps we need to do the same. 

This Psalm suggests that we spend time in prayer listening to God’s words and promises of peace. Love one 

another. God’s salvation is near, no matter what our difficulties and distresses are. This Psalm ends with these 

comforting words: “The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield its harvest. Righteousness 

goes before him and prepares the way for his steps.” 

  



God Appoints A Prophet 

December 4, 2020  

 

by Caroline Kettner 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you 

were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do 

not know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you 

shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command you, Do not be afraid of them, for I 

am with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and 

the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and over 

kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to plant.” 

The Lord speaks to both young and old through his word.  Jeremiah claim he is only a boy.  Jesus was 12 or so 

when he was found by his parents teaching in the synagogue.  I am at the age that I can no longer claim that “I 

am a girl.”  Years of reading the Bible asking for God’s Word to speak to me through those words has prepared 

me to be a lesser “prophetess” to those I meet daily.  I pray that I can in some small way “pluck up” and “plant” 

those severely affected by COVID, racial bias, or poverty.  Thank you, Lord, for your encouragement and for 

your priceless words of wisdom.  “We should not be afraid of them,” says the Lord, for we know you are with 

us daily “to deliver us.” 



Yearning for a heart of flesh 

December 5, 2020  

 

by Ame Matuza 



Ezekiel 36:24-28 

24I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. 

25I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your 

idols I will cleanse you. 26A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove 

from your body the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27I will put my spirit within you, and make you 

follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. 28Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your 

ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

I get mixed emotions from this set of verses and my thoughts are all over the place-hence the stream of 

consciousness.  To me, this set of verses tells me that I am promised redemption no matter how far I fall 

short.  My confusion is, when and how many times?  I mean, is this gathering at the end of time?  Or at the end 

of our lives, when we go to heaven?  If it is symbolic of coming back to the word of God (bring you back into 

your own land) then do we get mulligans? Because I, for one, will not ever totally get it right.  Is the land of our 

ancestors a perfect land, and were they perfect or was just the land perfect and they fell short and moved out?  I 

am always amazed at the Old Testament vs. New Testament messaging.  This is very aggressive and action 

oriented – and the language is firm and there is always a very firm right and wrong.  I don’t like the perception 

in the language that God is going to force his will on us and that we will do his bidding.  It paints God as the 

ultimate micromanager.  The New Testament language is usually more forgiving, kind, loving and thoughtful 

where God is a delegator of responsibility and his people are in charge of decision making with respect to being 

faithful.  Especially the last verse reminds me that God wants us to do the good that we can, but that we can’t do 

it alone.  We need a kind of rebirth and retooling of ourselves and without forced intervention, we just can’t.  (I 

like thinking that the Spirit moves us to make our own decisions that are right or wrong versus the forced tone.) 

So, obviously, if God will take each of us out of. our “own nations”, God must recognize us enough that we 

have been at least “trying” to do his will and then bring us all together for a hard reset.  I think we all want it – 

but that none of us can do it on our own.  I can read this as being heaven.  I can read this as being baptism or 

confirmation – or another affirmation of faith that we make at points in our life.  I yearn for a heart of 

flesh.  Don’t we all? 

  



The Wonder of Advent 

December 6, 2020  

 

by Roberta Ede 

Mark 1:1-8 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

who will prepare your way; 
3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

make his paths straight,’” 



4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 

and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 

with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 

powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Whenever I read Mark, starting at the first verse, I get a chill and then a big smile on my face. What could be 

more wonderful than to read those words, “The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the son of God “. 

Then to be followed by, “I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way.Of course, there is 

so much more in the following verses regarding John the Baptist. 

To me, I did not realize the true meaning of Advent until I was in my later years. As a young mother and wife, 

Advent was a preparation time, but probably not like the Bible meant it to be. I was busy with all the 

“trappings” of a commercial Christmas. It wasn’t until later in my life that I found the peace and excitement that 

only the coming of Jesus could give us. John the Baptist came baptizing and preaching a baptism of repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins. Advent helps us to prepare ourselves for the greatest present we could possibly 

imagine! The coming of our Lord! But not with the fanfare of a commercial Christmas, but with humble and 

peaceful preparation for our Lord. As we observe the Advent season, let us fully feel the wonder of the 

“Coming of the Lord.” 

  



Waiting and Trusting 

December 7, 2020  

 

by Karin Pantleon 

Psalm 27 

1The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall 

I be afraid? 

2When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— my adversaries and foes— they shall stumble and fall. 

3Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against me, yet I will be 

confident. 

4One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 

behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 



5For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will 

set me high on a rock. 

6Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of 

joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord. 

7Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me! 

8“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek. 

9Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have been my help. Do not 

cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation! 

10If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up. 

11Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies. 

12Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me, and they are 

breathing out violence. 

13I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living. 

14Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord! 

The tone of Psalm 27 changes a few times, but begins and end with trust.  The Psalmist, David, was open and 

receptive to God’s teaching, trusting to lead him in the right direction, i.e. a level path, as a faithful servant.  We 

all must be willing to be led by God and willing to move from where we are in order to follow Jesus and do 

God’s will.  However, how do we know what path God is trying to lead us on?  I know this is something I have 

often thought about.  At any given time, each of us is dealing with our own struggles and the pandemic has 

certainly added another level of fear and doubts.  The good news is that God is the stronghold of each of our 

lives.  He has a plan for our lives to give us a future and hope.  

Advent is a time for waiting so trust in the Lord and wait for his goodness each day.  

Amen! 

  



The Angel Appears to Zechariah 

December 9, 2020  

 

by Chris Banta 



Luke 1:5-19, NIV 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division 

of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, 

observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was 

not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen by 

lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when 

the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When 

Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be 

afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him 

John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in 

the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy 

Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he 

will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 

children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.” 

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you 

and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, 

because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 

 

Reflection 

As we wait during Advent for the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus’ birth at Christmas, it’s important to also 

remember the other promised one, John the Baptist, who prepared the way of Jesus. 

The passage begins with the story of a dutiful, devout and humble couple called Zechariah and Elizabeth, both 

of whom had priestly lineages. It would seem they are exemplars to their contemporaries, except for one big 

hole in their lives- Elizabeth was unable to bear a child and they are now aged past any expectation that would 

change. Some of their neighbors might wonder what Zechariah and Elizabeth had done to offend God, since 

barrenness was viewed as a possible sign of secret sin. Others might wonder why Zechariah didn’t divorce 

Elizabeth (as was allowed in the case of barrenness) to have a family with a different woman.  And yet the 

couple endures, maintaining their piety and service, and praying to God. 

Zechariah eventually finds himself taking his turn at priestly service when he is suddenly surprised by the angel 

Gabriel. Despite his faith and years of training, Zechariah is paralyzed by fear (note- have you ever noticed that 

most of the angels in the Bible have to say “Do not be afraid!” when they first appear?). After Gabriel tells 

Zechariah the good news of the upcoming birth of his son, who will be a blessing to the world, Zechariah 

doesn’t praise God. Instead, despite his apparent faith and teaching, Zechariah has doubts and pushes back. In 

my mind, this reminds me of what I consider the most difficult passage in the Lord’s Prayer: “Thy will be 

done”. In the Lord’s Prayer, we praise God and ask for certain blessings (“give us our daily bread”, “forgive my 

trespasses”, and “deliver me from evil”) while piously intoning also “Thy will be done”. Don’t we all say that, 

but sometimes secretly hope maybe by appearing obedient, it is OUR will that will be done, or God might take 

our suggestions into consideration? Zechariah seems to be saying to Gabriel, “now, wait just a minute here, 

you’ve waited long enough; how is this going to work?” With all the turmoil in 2020, it’s hard to remember that 



God’s timeline is not our timeline. God’s will is not our will. Like Zechariah, we have to maintain our faith, 

practice patience, and ultimately believe in the blessings to come, whatever form they may take. But make no 

mistake; the blessings will come if like Zechariah (eventually) and Elizabeth, we open our hearts to them. 

  



Being an Inclusive Community 

December 9, 2020  

by Rhonda Boudreau 

 



Acts 11:1-18 

The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So 

when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him 3 and said, “You went into the house 

of uncircumcised men and ate with them.”  

4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a 

trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it 

came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and 

birds. 7 Then I heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing 

impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call 

anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven 

again.  

11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 

The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we 

entered the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa 

for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your household will be 

saved.’ 15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I 

remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 
17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 

could stand in God’s way?” 18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, 

“So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Peter followed God’s instructions. He believed he was to spread the news of God to the Jewish communities. 

Even though he was out of his comfort zone, he heeded God’s call and he listened. Peter may have expected 

some backlash when he returned to Jerusalem. After all, this was a new revelation to him too. After he told the 

story of his experiences and the visions, there was a better understanding of God’s acceptance. This passage 

reiterates that God’s love is for everyone. It would encourage people to learn of each other’s similarities and 

differences and to realize that God embraced all of them.  

During this time of upheaval in our society, I find myself learning more about things that I thought I already 

knew. It’s not easy to examine oneself and see the mistakes you made out of ignorance. As a teacher, I am 

constantly focused on inclusion and assuring I respect and celebrate students’ differences. I try to give myself 

grace and acknowledge that I will do better after recognizing my biases. Peter says, “So if God gave them the 

same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 

way?” I know that God’s love is a gift for all and I need to look through the lens of various cultures and beliefs 

to help understand the world around me. Pastor Joanna Harader of  Peace Mennonite Church  writes a personal 

blog called Spacious Faith, I like her closing words about this passage. I hope it speaks to you as well. 

“Being an inclusive community doesn’t mean that we let people in who act like us and see God the same way 

we see God. Being an inclusive community means that we truly open up, that we are willing to let people who 

are different from us help us more fully understand the depth and breadth of God, that we look to and listen to 

others as we try to figure out what it means to follow Christ. This is not a story that provides simplistic answers 

for complicated questions. It is a story that reminds us that we should listen closely to the stories others have to 

share. That God operates beyond our areas of comfort. That God’s church includes people we wouldn’t expect 

in ways we can’t imagine. It is a story that can help us live together with openness and grace.” 

  

https://peacemennonite.org/


The Lord answered their prayers 

December 10, 2020  

by Barbara Payson 

 

Psalm 126 

When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, 

   we were like those who dream. 

Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

   and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then it was said among the nations, 

   ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 

The Lord has done great things for us, 

   and we rejoiced. 

 

Restore our fortunes, O Lord, 

   like the watercourses in the Negeb. 

May those who sow in tears 

   reap with shouts of joy. 

Those who go out weeping, 

   bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

   carrying their sheaves. 



Psalm 126  

A Song of Ascents 

A walk to the summit of a mountain to get the captive of Zion. 

The people of Zion dreamed of having their captives back. 

The Lord answered their prayers. 

They were filled with Joy and Laughter, they sang songs of the Bible with joy. 

The Lord tells us we will suffer, but will get to sow seeds and return with songs of joy, while carrying sheaves 

of wheat. 

I sometimes feel that when the Lord answers my prayers and my dreams, he has helped someone I prayed for, 

he has helped me when I was sick or looking for a job. I feel the Lord’s presence when I am with my church 

family, my community and my family. 

  



Already and Not Yet 

December 11, 2020  

by Dawn Rice 

 



Philippians 3:12-16 

12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this 

one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 

15Let those of us then who are mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too 

God will reveal to you. 16Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 

Advent is the season of the already and the not yet. We must continue to perfect our faith but also acknowledge 

that we are already full expressions of the glory of God. It is a beautiful tension.  It is also a reminder that while 

we have so far to go, the way has been made for us.  Take hope in Christ. 

  



God, the Lord is My Strength 

December 12, 2020  

by Lynn Wong 

 



Habbakuk 3:13-19 

13 You came forth to save your people, to save your anointed. You crushed the head of the wicked house, laying 

it bare from foundation to roof. (Selah) 

14 You pierced with their own arrows the head of his warriors, who came like a whirlwind to scatter us, gloating 

as if ready to devour the poor who were in hiding. 15 You trampled the sea with your horses, churning the 

mighty waters. 16 I hear, and I tremble within; my lips quiver at the sound. Rottenness enters my bones, and my 

steps tremble beneath me. I wait quietly for the day of calamity to come upon the people who attack us. 17 

Though the fig tree does not blossom, and no fruit is on the vines; though the produce of the olive fails, and the 

fields yield no food; though the flock is cut off from the fold, and there is no herd in the stalls, 18 yet I will 

rejoice in the Lord; I will exult in the God of my salvation. 19 God, the Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet 

like the feet of a deer, and makes me tread upon the heights. 

I was honestly unfamiliar with the book of Habbakuk, and did not recall ever having read this passage prior to 

this devotion. I began by looking a bit into the history of the book, and when it was written, to get a better idea 

of its meaning. I found that Habbakuk prophesied to the people of Judah during a time when many had drifted 

away from God’s ways, just before the Babylonians invaded, which ushered in a time of great suffering, when 

the city of Jerusalem was destroyed. So Habbakuk speaks of the coming devastation, but then reminds the 

faithful to remain strong in the Lord. 

So, what does this mean for us? 2020 has been a tumultuous year; one filled with anxiety, with suffering on 

many levels during the pandemic, with both violence and peaceful protests in our communities, with questions 

regarding Faith Lutheran’s future, with uncertainty during the election. Through all of this, it has been difficult 

to till the soil of our lives; to bloom and grow into the harvest that God wants us to produce. There have been 

times when it has been easy to feel despair. I felt this way in March, when it appeared that everything we were 

anticipating was being cancelled: my sons’ school went remote, Matthew’s high school graduation was severely 

altered, we cancelled our summer trip to the National Parks, Jason’s summer leadership trip and church work 

camp were cancelled, my job was uncertain, we were worried about the possibility of catching the virus, we had 

wait in line to get groceries, and there was the shortage of … toilet paper(!). And in these difficult points of our 

lives, God reminds us that he will be our strength. During this time, I started a “positive picture of the day” on 

my Facebook page, at first to keep myself strong. But then I realized I wasn’t just helping myself, but others as 

well… and so I have continued it, even as we have learned to navigate this “new normal”.  And with God’s help 

and guidance, Matthew did have a different, but meaningful high school graduation. We took an alternate, 

Covid-safe vacation. We have managed to stay healthy. My work situation stabilized. Both our boys are 

succeeding in school; Matthew as a college freshman, Jason as a high school junior. And, as 2020 draws to a 

close, I can look back, and see both the hardship we have lived through this year, but also the creative ways we 

have found to remain connected, and yes, to rejoice. “I will rejoice in the Lord… God, the Lord, is my 

strength”! 

  



Commemoration of St. Lucy 

December 13, 2020  

by Cindy Schatz 

 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 

19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who 

are you?’ 20He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’ 21And they asked him, 

‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22Then they said 

to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23He 

said, 

‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

“Make straight the way of the Lord” ’, 

as the prophet Isaiah said. 

24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither 

the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one 

whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his 

sandal.’ 28This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 



December 13 is the Commemoration of St. Lucy, also known as Lucia Day.   Lutheran churches and lodges 

with members of Scandinavian heritage often host a ceremony with a girl robed in white with a crown of 

candles upon her head.   Just as the candles were meant to light the way of St. Lucy, her day in mid-Advent 

points to the arrival of the Light of the World, Jesus Christ.   

John the Baptist, who preceded St. Lucy by nearly three centuries, was a contemporary of Christ.  This passage 

reveals that he was mistaken for the returning Elijah, or the Prophet or even the Messiah.  His spent his life 

disputing those misconceptions and made pointing others to Jesus his primary mission.  He was a witness to the 

Light, and the Light was Christ. 

Do we seek to be in the light or to provide the light?  Would our friends and neighbors recognize us as 

witnesses?  Do our lives point to Jesus?  Dear God, we pray, please help us this Advent as we consider how we 

can light the way to Jesus for others.  

  



Prayer for Blessing 

December 14, 2020  

by Wilma Breiland 

 



Psalm 125 

A Song of Ascents. 
1 Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, 

   which cannot be moved, but abides for ever. 
2 As the mountains surround Jerusalem, 

   so the Lord surrounds his people, 

   from this time on and for evermore. 
3 For the sceptre of wickedness shall not rest 

   on the land allotted to the righteous, 

so that the righteous may not stretch out 

   their hands to do wrong. 
4 Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, 

   and to those who are upright in their hearts. 
5 But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways 

   the Lord will lead away with evildoers. 

   Peace be upon Israel! 

“Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides for ever.” (RSV) 

When you read Psalm 125, you can see that the poet is facing challenges. Psalm 125 is a prayer for deliverance 

from trouble and call for help. In v. 2, “the Lord is round about his people, from this time forth and for 

evermore.” 

 

God gives love and forgiveness and life freely to me, every day. The psalmist reminds us to “trust in the Lord” 

and know that God’s love abideth. In v.4, the psalmist asks for God’s blessing on those who do good. These 

gifts of God’s love and steadfastness inspire me to be active with thankfulness to God – to pray for others, share 

with our neighbors in need, seek justice and show mercy and compassion. 

Loving God, help us to trust you more and bless us as we do your work with humility. Amen 

Prayer concern: People in the midst of troubles, sorrow, food scarcity, shelter 

  



It Is About All of Us 

December 15, 2020  

by Joan Baird 

 

Isaiah 12:2-6 

2 Surely God is my salvation; 

   I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

for the Lord God is my strength and my might; 

   he has become my salvation. 

3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation. 4And you will say on that day: 

Give thanks to the Lord, 

   call on his name; 

make known his deeds among the nations; 

   proclaim that his name is exalted. 

 
5 Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 

   let this be known in all the earth. 
6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 

   for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 



This is a time when we need to put all of our trust in the Lord because we are facing such a critical time in our 

history.  We have no idea how long this pandemic will last and what the next administration will be able to 

accomplish, but we must trust that all will be well.  The kids will go back to school, businesses will reopen, 

people will go back to church, and be able to go back to work.  We will be able to visit our doctor’s office again 

and visit loved ones in the nursing home or hospital.  We will be able to shop at the Mall and go to restaurants 

and movies without fear of contracting the virus.  

If we have learned anything from this pandemic it is to have patience and trust in God and to not be afraid 

because all will be well again.  We have also learned how to care for others and keep them safe because this is 

not all about us, but it is about all of us.  

  



Questions about Elijah 

December 16, 2020  

by David Kettner 

 

 

Mark 9:9-13 

9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after 

the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising 

from the dead could mean. 11Then they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?” 12He 

said to them, “Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things. How then is it written about the Son of Man, 

that he is to go through many sufferings and be treated with contempt? 13But I tell you that Elijah has come, and 

they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written about him.” 

  



How will we recognize Elijah when he comes?  As part of the Passover Seder, the Jews set a place at the table 

for Elijah, and leave the door open so he can come in.  How would they recognize him?  In our passage the 

disciples ask Jesus whether Elijah is coming.  Jesus not only affirms he is coming, but also that he has already 

come – suggesting that John the Baptist was the “Elijah” who came ahead of Jesus.  But no one then recognized 

John as such, and in the end he was arrested and killed.  The Old Testament Elijah suffered much at the hands 

of his enemies – so much so he ran off and hid in a cave, telling God he had had enough.  He was attempting to 

“set things right” as God had commanded him.  It wasn’t an easy life for him; his enemies did not recognize 

him as a messenger from God.  

Are there other “Elijahs” among us now, attempting to “restore all things” before the coming of Jesus?  We pray 

we all can become like Elijah, “setting all things right” as best we can, even though our efforts may not be seen 

or understood. 

  



I Sing of Your Love 

December 17, 2020  

by Christine Hayward 

 



Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-26 

1I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all 

generations. 

2I declare that your steadfast love is established forever; your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 

3You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one, I have sworn to my servant David: 

4‘I will establish your descendants forever, and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah 

19Then you spoke in a vision to your faithful one, and said: “I have set the crown on one who is mighty, I have 

exalted one chosen from the people. 

20I have found my servant David; with my holy oil I have anointed him; 

21my hand shall always remain with him; my arm also shall strengthen him. 

22The enemy shall not outwit him, the wicked shall not humble him. 

23I will crush his foes before him and strike down those who hate him. 

24My faithfulness and steadfast love shall be with him; and in my name his horn shall be exalted. 

25I will set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. 

26He shall cry to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation!’ 

I chose this day in Advent because the Bible passage had to do with singing, specifically singing of the steadfast 

love of the Lord.  Singing is something I do often, if not always well. A conversation, a prayer, a sermon can 

often bring to mind the lyrics of a song.  In this season of waiting and preparation where so many things have 

been changed by the pandemic I find it comforting to hear the music and sing the words of familiar hymns and 

carols.  They all remind me that God’s love is the one thing that is unchanged.  Whether we “Prepare the Royal 

Highway” or the “People Look East” the haunting melodies and lyrics bring hope. 

We may have to listen to the Boston Pops Christmas concert electronically or worship on Zoom but the music is 

still the same, pointing towards God’s steadfast love.  So as we join in the singing of these familiar carols they 

prepare our hearts to receive the Lord as a tiny baby and continue to praise God. 

From the ELW 252, we find the following: 

“When race and class cry out for treason, 

When sirens call for war, 

They overshout the voice of treason 

And scream till we ignore 

All we held dear before. 



So even as the sun is turning 

To journey to the north, 

The living flame, 

In secret burning; 

Can kindle on the earth 

And bring God’s love to birth.” 

Psalm 89: v.1  “I will sing of thy steadfast love, O Lord, forever.” 

  



Sending Angels 

December 18, 2020  

by Caroline Kettner 

 

 

Hebrews 1:5-14 

5For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you”? Or again, “I will 

be his Father, and he will be my Son”? 6And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let 

all God’s angels worship him.” 7Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of 

fire.” 8But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter 

of your kingdom. 9You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed 

you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions.” 10And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 

and the heavens are the work of your hands; 11they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like 

clothing; 12like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and 

your years will never end.” 13But to which of the angels has he ever said, “Sit at my right hand until I make 

your enemies a footstool for your feet”? 14Are not all angels spirits in the divine service, sent to serve for the 

sake of those who are to inherit salvation? 

About 15 years ago my life completely changed.  Instead of being able to get out of the house and go wherever I 

needed to go, I was homebound.  Why?  It was because of a mammography and a biopsy that I received the 

affirmation that I had an aggressive breast cancer.  My immune system was already compromised by other 



issues but this meant I was even more vulnerable.  Going to church was not possible while I was receiving 

chemotherapy and radiation.  This was so difficult to accept.  I really needed my church family to be there for 

me in this trying time. 

Reading God’s Word daily in a book of devotions and readings based on the Bible were my constant 

companions.  Journaling was also most helpful.  However, I needed the human interaction.  This is when the 

angels came into my life. 

Just when I thought I was alone or had a question or worry a thoughtful angel sent me an angelic Teddy 

bear.  Another time which made me smile, a CD to listen to during chemo infusions was sent to me by a loving 

friend.  Emails with funny or encouraging messages would appear in the computer each day thanks to loving 

friends, angels. 

God was always there for me, as was his Son, Jesus.  One message that calmed my anxieties was from Isaiah 

41:10, “Do not fear, for I am with you.”  This, too was shared with me by another angel.  I thank God for 

sending us angels who are a most important part of our faith walk, especially during these trying times we are 

now experiencing.  God promises to be faithful no matter where our journey takes us.  He assure us in Isaiah 

that He will “…strengthen you… help you… and uphold you with my victorious… hand.” 

  



Open Hearts and Open Minds 

December 19, 2020  

by Doug Johnson 

 



John 7:40-52 

40 When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, ‘This is really the prophet.’ 41Others said, ‘This is the 

Messiah.’ But some asked, ‘Surely the Messiah does not come from Galilee, does he? 42Has not the scripture 

said that the Messiah is descended from David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?’ 43So 

there was a division in the crowd because of him. 44Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid hands 

on him. 

45 Then the temple police went back to the chief priests and Pharisees, who asked them, ‘Why did you not 

arrest him?’ 46The police answered, ‘Never has anyone spoken like this!’ 47Then the Pharisees replied, ‘Surely 

you have not been deceived too, have you? 48Has any one of the authorities or of the Pharisees believed in 

him? 49But this crowd, which does not know the law—they are accursed.’ 50Nicodemus, who had gone to 

Jesus before, and who was one of them, asked, 51‘Our law does not judge people without first giving them a 

hearing to find out what they are doing, does it?’ 52They replied, ‘Surely you are not also from Galilee, are 

you? Search and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.’ 

The guards knew they would be in trouble for not arresting Jesus, given that there was hostility in the 

crowd.  The guards were impressed by Jesus’s teaching and speaking.  The Pharisees implied that no leader 

believed in Jesus as the Messiah.  Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council did believe in Jesus.  The 

Pharisees also said that a prophet does not come out of Galilee.  Some believed and others were hostile to Jesus 

because he was from Nazareth, not Bethlehem.  If they had looked more carefully (that Jesus was born in 

Bethlehem) they would not have jumped to the wrong conclusions.  When you look for God’s truth in the Bible, 

look carefully and thoughtfully with an open heart and mind.  Don’t make judgements or hasty conclusions on 

people and ideas until you do more research on them.  That was true in Jesus’s time and it still holds true today. 

  



The Angel Appears to Mary 

December 20, 2020  

by Mike Clement 

 

Luke 1:26-38  

26 During Elizabeth’s sixth month of pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee, 27 to a virgin. She was engaged to marry a man named Joseph from the family of David. Her name was 

Mary. 28 The angel came to her and said, “Greetings! The Lord has blessed you and is with you.” 

29 But Mary was very startled by what the angel said and wondered what this greeting might mean. 

30 The angel said to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary; God has shown you his grace. 31 Listen! You will become 

pregnant and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of 

the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of King David, his ancestor. 33 He will rule over the 

people of Jacob forever, and his kingdom will never end.” 

34 Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I am a virgin?” 

35 The angel said to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will cover 

you. For this reason the baby will be holy and will be called the Son of God. 36 Now Elizabeth, your relative, is 

also pregnant with a son though she is very old. Everyone thought she could not have a baby, but she has been 

pregnant for six months. 37 God can do anything!” 

38 Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord. Let this happen to me as you say!” Then the angel went away. 



I remember this passage from growing up. This was the reference to the immaculate conception and the spot in 

the Bible where we learned source of Jesus’s name. Yes I asked my parents where are the angels now. 

There are a few other things I have thought about since then. First, God may call upon us to do difficult and 

challenging things. These days the call may be a lot more subtle and perhaps harder to pick up than a visit from 

an angel. But we need to listen and to take up the call.  

It could be donating money to a charity, stopping to help someone, thanking someone for something they did, 

protesting some injustice in the world, listening to someone who needs help. 

Second, Mary was doubtful that this could happen. The angel told her about Elizabeth’s pregnancy. We do not 

quite know why it was impossible for Elizabeth to have a child but Mary was convinced. God can do anything.  

All too often we dismiss doing the right thing because it does not seem possible, convenient or cool. Mary did 

it. She was probably ostracized and in a later passage, Joseph had doubts about marrying her. 

The stories in the Bible remind us of that and inspire us to go forward when we get the call. If Mary did it so 

can we. 

  



Mary’s Song 

December 21, 2020  

by Jeanette Leisk 

 



Luke 1:46b-55 

46 And Mary said, 

‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favour on the lowliness of his servant. 

   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

   and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

   from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 

   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 

   and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

   and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 

   in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 

   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

I don’t know if this will surprise you or not, but pastors can get a bit snarky. About Christmas songs. One song 

that a lot of colleagues are rolling their eyes at this year is the song, “Mary Did You Know?” 

Now before you worry that I’m going to ruin the song for you, rest assured that I happen to like the song. But I 

also agree that the song lyrics characterize Mary as a young woman who did not recognize the significance of 

her child. Our Advent reading for today, Mary’s song known as The Magnificat, makes it clear that indeed 

Mary did know who her child would be. 

In that vein, I appreciate a rewording of the lyrics a friend shared with me this morning: 

Mary did you know, 

that your ancient words 

would still leap off our pages? 

Mary did you know, 

that your spirit song 

would echo through the ages? 

Did you know that your holy cry would be subversive word, 

that the tyrants would be trembling when they know your truth is heard? 

Mary did you know, 

that your lullaby 

would stir your own Child’s passion? 

Mary did you know, 

that your song inspires 

the work of liberation? 



Did you know that your Jubilee is hope within the heart of all who dream of justice, who yearn for it to start? 

The truth will teach, the drum will sound, healing for the pain 

The poor will rise, the rich will fall. Hope will live again. 

Mary did you know, 

that we hear your voice 

for the healing of the nations? 

Mary did you know, 

your unsettling cry 

can help renew creation? 

Do you know, that we need your faith, 

the confidence of you, 

May the God that you believe in, 

be so true. 

 

Lyrics by Jennifer Henry (inspired by the popular song of the same name) 

Artwork by Anthony VanArsdale for the National Black Catholic Congress 

  



Good News of Great Joy 

December 24, 2020  

by William Wood 

The 

Birth of Jesus – Luke 2:1-20 

Luke 2:1-20 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This was the 

first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with 

Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to 

deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel 

of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 

angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to 

you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel 

a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 



to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 

they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed 

at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

“I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people” 

It was a morning of sharp irony.    I was reading After God, by Don Cupitt, and came upon a line of utter despair 

– “We know, if we know anything that there isn’t literally any supernatural order, and there is not literally any 

life after death.   This is all there is, and, as everyone knows, when you’re dead you’re dead.”    

Don Cupitt was infamous in the 1980s as an Anglican atheist priest and academic, who eventually abandoned 

the church.    

At the same time I was listening to the Christmas concert from St. Olaf’s, entitled “All Earth is Hopeful” and I 

heard the reading from Luke chapter 2 – “In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree….” 

It would be so easy to join Cupitt in his atheistic despair.   We are separated from our friends and family by a 

disease that rages through our country.    The normal democratic process is under threat, bringing crushing 

uncertainty to our future governance.   Hope appears to be in short supply. 

Cupitt had succumbed to the spirit of the age – how could you believe in the technological era?   Man had 

conquered the world and was reaching out beyond – it was only a matter of time before we realized that God 

was just a construct of our need.   Once we understood that, Christianity and all religion would die. 

Yet what Cupitt failed to understand is that belief is a choice, not a logical conclusion.   We choose to believe, 

and the intellect follows.   We choose to trust, and faith is born.   In that small flickering flame of faith, a 

nascent hope emerges, and God is there, waiting for us.  The God who created it all, who is beyond our wildest 

imaginings, greater than we can conceive.   But this is the same God who we can see in the baby born at 

Christmas and the man Jesus. 

So, this Christmas, despite all the fear, uncertainty and anxiety, I will hear the voice of the angels bringing good 

news to all people.   I will trust that “all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall be well.”   I will choose 

hope. 

  



The Word Became Flesh 

December 25, 2020  

by Dave Schweizer 

 

John 1:1-14 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 

with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 

come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not overcome it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 

all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came 

to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his 



name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only 

son, full of grace and truth. 

For me, the beginning of John’s Gospel is a figurative, conceptual, and powerful description of how we should 

think about Jesus.  John doesn’t provide a narration for the empirical events surrounding Jesus’ 

nativity.  Rather, he gives us a succinct story conveying a purpose:   The Word, which was with God at the 

beginning, and is God, became flesh and made his dwelling among us… to bring us life and light…grace and 

truth.   As I read John’s opening words, the season of Christmas becomes a time for reflection on the “truth” 

and “light” aspects of Jesus’ ministry: he came into the world to teach us how to understand God and God’s 

will, and how to act as people of God.  During other parts of the church year we focus on specifics — the 

meaning and takeaways regarding individual events.  For this season, John’s words provide inspiration to 

consider, and celebrate, Jesus’ life in its entirety. 

 


